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Mans Chap. x. V. 16. 
Beboli. T ſend Jou forth as ſheep in the pan 14 of 3 1 ge. 
therefore, wiſe as ſerpents and burniſi as dover. | 


HE firſt Preachers of the Goſpel were od with | 

fupernatural powers, and © had a mouth and wiſdom 
« given them which all their adverſaries could neither 
* gainſay nor reſiſt. And yet we find our Saviour, in the words 
of my text, recommending it to them to form their conduct in 
general, according to the rules of common prudence, and not 
to truſt entirely to ſupernatural aid, which would W 
be POOR rde them, * neceffry. 


we 


(4) 


we are not + Ipriper judges now of 4. propriety of ſuch an 
injunction to perſons divinely inſpired; for we know ſo little of 
the manner in which a power of working miracles, and other 
ſupernatural —— my be conferred upon men; that it 
5 ſay, V they make ſo total a change in the per- 
ſon who receives ehe as to inſure his not making an imprudent 
uſe of them in certain ſituations. 


If, indeed, we ia be allowed to judge of them, from the 
_ uſe that is ſometimes made of great mental qualifications, it is 
eaſy to conceive that ſupernatural powers, in the hands of an 
1 imprudent man, with his ordinary paſſions about him, would be 
in great danger of being frequently abuſed : and that where the 
firſt i intention was to confer the greateſt bleſſing, the obſtinacy of 
ight work ſo far upon ſuch a temper as to bring 4 
curſe inſtead * a U e 8 | 


But this is more cham mere joints,” for we have a full 
and remarkable proof of this in the uſe which ſome of the 

| Apoſtles propoſed: to make of their ſupernatural gifts when they 
were firſt beſtowed upon them. Wilt thou that we command 
« fire to come down from heaven and conſume them, aid 
two of the Apoſtles to our Saviour ? but his rebuke to them 
ante that a man might be. endued with ſupernatural powers, 
and yet be liable to have it objected to him, that © he knows 
10 « not what trap tho ſpirit he is of,” es 


| Nor is it to be doubted that the perverſenels 1 wickednes 
& of 


6 


of the world, a aden provoke: very good mem to put fimilar 
queſtions, provided they were not endowed with that meekneſt 


and prudence nes are ws Tani and duhngee, 8 inculrated 


85 in the text. 


Moſt of che precepts of the Goſpel ood the 6 of © our 
Saviour upon many occaſions. are intended for the inſttuction and 
imitation of all his followers. For we find, him, upon ſeveral 

occaſions, acting. not according to his own, powers, but as a pru- 
dent man in ſuch circumſtances ought to have acted. It does 
not, therefore, ſeem unreaſonable. to ſuppoſe, , that, tho the in- 
ſtruction appears not to have been unneceflary. for the Apoſtles 
themſelves, our Saviour, foreſeeing how his religion would be 
diſgraced by the intemperate and ridiculous. zeal of enthuſiaſts, 
hath left this precept, both for aur inſtruction, and likewiſe. to 
ſhew mankind ; how little pretenſions thoſe perſons have to be 
thought his diſciples, who negle& ſuch rules of common pru- 


dence, as he enjoined his INRA followers, notwithſtanding . 
their extraordinary gifts. 


0 this precept is of ſuch hig h i importance, it appeared to 
me not unſuitable to the ket” of the preſent meeting, to 
conſider how far a conſcientious diſcharge of our duty has a 
tendency to form that character, which is fo ſtrongly recom- 


| mended t to us in We! text. 1 2 5 therefore, in this diſcourſe ; | 


' Firſt; to ew iat the charter of a Miniſter of the church of 
8 ought to be a meek and prudent one; both from the 
| nature 


nature of the office ; and the manner, in which the circumſtance: 
of the times oblige us to deal with our two great adverſaries, 
the freetbinkers, and fanatics ; and laſtly, I ſhall conſider what 
are the motives to which we may moſt reaſonably aſcribe a de- 
We e WE TIC, in a r Or chaten. rn: 


As e to a hn cry ties is Jone 7 
and in order, this virtue of prudence muſt in ſome meaſure be a 
rendered habitual in us. For we are not left to our own i 
nations; but are under tlie guidance of rules formed by wo, 
and Duft ed by experience. That ſubordination of ranks, 
likewiſe, which is cfiabliſhed in our church, confirmed by the 
practice of the apoſtolical times, and the propriety of which is 
proved by the general plan of God's government, hath 0 | 
tendency to make our e a prudent 1 1 


: But, © a city ſet upon an hilt 3 be hid.” What the cha- 
racter of a Miniſter of our church ought to be is ſo generally 
known; and the execution of our office places it in ſuch a con- 
ſpicuous point of view, that any remarkable deviation from 
charaQter'i is Eran, obſerved and ſpread abroad. 


| We may, in -this reſpect, conſider „ as ſheep. in 

the midſt of wolves, ready to devour our reputations, and 
but too often, only for the common failings of humanity ; 
which makes the wiſdom of the ſerpent and-the harmleſsneſs of 


che dove highly neceſſary * our imitation. Not that it may be 
| Go thought 


\ þ 


thought neceſſary, to regular our conduct, by the cavils of the 
four and of the envious The character ſhould be formed by 
frequent meditation upon the prece precepts and example of our . 
Saviour, and thoſe excellent rules for order eſtabliſhed in 
our church. Our Saviour himſelf tells us, that * bis yoke is 
« eaſy and his burden light.” We are not, therefore, to ſup- 
poſe that the auſterity which, hypocrites who disfigure their 
&« faces before men,” endeavour to affix to the character is by any 
means an effential of it: for our Lord and Maſter, who was 
well acquainted with our infirmities, has encouraged innocent 
. chearfulneſs by his own example, by being preſent at a marriage, 
and even working a miracle in order to promote it. So that 
though we have the comfort to think, that from the models af- 
ter which our character is formed, it may pretend to come 
nearer to perfection than any other, yet it leaves us free to partake 
of all the innocent enjoyments that man is heir to. But with 
all theſe allowances, if we would paſs through the world blame- 
leſs, daily occurrences will afford us ſufficient opportunities of 
e in practice the virtues of meekneſs and 1 


But further, we ſhall find ſufficient exerciſe both for our 
prudence and patience as we are connected with the free- 
thinkers. The faſhion of the times has made it neceſſary to 
treat them with great formality and reſpect: for as the world 
thinks proper to rank them among philoſophers ; and freedom of 
inquiry being allowed neceſſary for the improvement of phi- 
loſophy; we are obliged to claſs the freethinker among thoſe, 
who have improved mankind by the arts they have 5 
(as 
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fas f it is always 3 in this SY he ro kimafac ond trial ve 
his country,) until we have ſhewn that his principles are neither 


conſiſtent with ſound philoſophy nor true religion, - All infidels, 


therefore, who pretend to reaſon, muſt have a formal anſwer 
and this ſeems to be a burden laid upon us by the faſhion o 


the times, and. with. which the prudence recommended in the 
text requires us to comply. For we have no poſitive precept 
directly to this purpoſe in ſcripture. | We are required, indeed, 
to give an anſwer to every one who aſks us a reaſon of the hope 
which is in us: but this implies no more than to be able to 
give a rational and conſiſtent account, of our belief upon our own 
principles. For if a man take the liberty to preſcribe. principles 
to me, and then require my belief, it may ſo happen that I can 
believe nothing conſiſtently. This liberty which the infidels 


| have taken, has laid us under the neceſſity. not only of proving 


that we ourſelves are right, but that our adverſaries are ignorant 
both of the natural and moral ſcheme of God's government. 
Here the. wiſdom, of the ſerpent becomes abſolutely neceſſary, 
for turning their own weapons againſt them, and entangling them 
in their own. ſnares; and yet this muſt be done in the ſpirit of 


5 meekneſs otherwiſe we ſhall be treated as bigots and our works 
conſigned over to oblivion and contempt. This obliges us to 


pay a great many of them a much higher compliment than 
they deſerve, when we raiſe them above the unthinking multi-, 
oy For a talent of making objections does not ſeem a ſuffi- 


cient qualification to entitle them to our obſervation ; as objections 


will always bear proportion to mens. ignorance of the ſubject 


which they propoie to examine: and that our freethinkers are 
_ remarkably 


(es) 

remarkably: ignorant! of ths nature, the (defign and evidenb of 
briſtian religion and what is more ſurprizing af the very 

| Gosen of he * be very eaſily collected from 
e nn aaa e 2 ac ono 
bah, je nnaſt! prociee' Sinfirniltyiof car nanmd and 

= ſneſs” of our own detmerit, that we: have fo Rrong an 
inclination to be Ping into the weak fide of things: but this-infir- 
4 1p ion of faults in what is 


[arr of freethinkers. - Certainly: a ND upoh 
a common ſubject, never could have ſhewn his face as an author, 
after ſuch a blunder as the firſt infidel writer of this Kingdom 
was guilty of. The noble author, it it ſcems, had ſome ſcruples 
of conſcience © concerning the /publ of his book; and 
therefore, very confiſtently and deyoutly pra yi #6 God to' give 
him 'a revelation, u an ds on of ths peffete of publiſhing 
a bock to prove, that a revelation ws irnpoſſiple: but What is 
moſt 'extravrdinary, vie 'find-that this very prayer was heard and 

ri And it is but reaſonable to ſappoſe, 
that, 45 wo have never fince heard of the leaft ſcruple upon this 


y; that' they have truſted'the pro- 
r e ne) the credit of this firſt 
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great as he himiſalf 


ſuppoſition; that dhe founder af in was an im 


1 20 )) 


|. L have Gid, chat thoy-commener Doeiſto befare they have: tend 
the Goſpels, and, I hin, if we cad to ain f the e 
of another noble author,, chat this accuſation wil! amount to 


more than a bare. en dean 154 


He prapeles Miteile 4 b nue d thinks if beiti 
We deen tried by this ſtandard; its votaries would: have been 
aſhamed of it. But if this author's: wit und humet had heenas 
imagined! them to be, I fp. he woiald 
have found it very difficuit/to. adi any ridit ulous ciremmſtabces, 
to the crown. of thorns, the teed for x ſeeptre; the purple robe, 
the bowing the kneo and other enſigns of mock najefty, which 


ere uſed nnn tidiculous; as profeſſing himſelf 
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% % ,1010u6 don ür Jo vling aw 


ta ſhort, TAE 1 condeſcrned to, read the hiſtory, 


2 wauld have found that the moſt. prudential meaſures. were 


taken to reader the, ſcheme, of Chriſtianity mag the 
* (14 * 
expoſed ta .conterpt. and ridicule, and put to. 3 
death; the prediction of, his reſurrettions was, recallefted, and 
every precaution taken, hy appointing foldiexs, ta, watch, the fe. 
pulcre;. to try the gent of. this Fe Arat, the. 


freethinkers 
of Jeruſalem; reſted very well, fataied with che. ;avigdenge giren 
by the guards to a fact which happened, according to theirrgun 
account, when they were aſleep; and our  freethinkers wy 


ie credit to the fame teſtimony.” 
_ x — 


1 . a * e 5 ; iy 


6 


yer to be- obliged 0 ſtudy ſuelr Wiking, ch every 
Miniſter of Bur church is ſuppoſeck tö do, much möre to an- 
ſchet ker, wust be 4 ſufficient tral of bur patjenee; büt to be 

Tight” tö ſpeak f che authors With any tertiper; can prbeted | 
only x cored which the eng cone of the times 
r i 


But one e we enjoy amid all this vexation, that the 
vigilande and Prudence of the chufeh, has been able to bac all 
their: und to refutè them faul upon their” bwii prinz 
eiptes. And from the neceffity they have been uhdtr of hangs 
ug their ground ſo often; it is cafy bo ſee that they have but 
an indifferent footing. For they have ſhifted from the 

df virtde to He un of vice; from the formality" = 
to the freedom of wit and humour f 64 * froth the. JN 
re 2. te the eee ae n In 


** 9 +4; 1 * 


„ de git ln e veap 1 knew foes; 
bur the dete of thoſe” prodiiced” alteady; Fave been amy 
e ee Bae the. cken "fo" ails 
apott = flukdatiotr which their at 
fable taken from à profiirie writer, 2 
learned Preite öf cr ertürch, ſcems well to expreſs the . 
ture of teil employ , aud the fickefs wich whit i fit 
been attended, that 1 carmot help quoting R. Speak 
Proptians; the tells us, "that © at white tits Weit Deity, He Nil. 
eee as" antient channel, "ind die kufbanditem ban 


B 2 : 4 com 


(a 


<< committed. the good. ſeed to thier des fires vas their 
95 cuſtom to turn in whole droves of ſwine, to range, to tram 
te ple, root up, and deſtroy at pleaſure. When, on the iſſue, 
< it was ſeen, that all. =D malice and greedineſs had effected, 
cc was only this; that the ſeed took better root, incorporated 
| ” more kindly with the ſoil; and at length ſhot up in a. more. | 
© Juxuriant and abundant harveſt oa | | 


> »' * 175 * 77 +4 lc * 10 Tx of 


We come now: to 1405 * fanatic, 1 ae exbibits uch | 
A inſtances. of, folly: and madneſs, as muſt-+raiſe+to+the 
higheſt pitch both our pity and indignation; and a; Miniſter who. 
is nenn about the diſcharge of his duty, and has to deal with 
fanatics, will find it very difficult to behave towards them With 
chat prudence; and meekneſs, which the text requires z foti that 
prudent and conſiſtent character, which is firmed by an imitation 
of our Saviour, an attention to the precepts: of the Goſpeli and an 
obſervance of the rules preſcribed by the church, ſuits but ill with 
the temper, of an enthuſiaſt, who ſcorns to be an, imi | 
farther, than, it anfpers his ſchemes ;. but ſets put ,upon, his; om 
bottom, and gives commiſſions 1 Ja - Res 1 nigh 5 
both of them meet with i in th 


. 13.45 


leſs than, that, of his ſenſes, if he were told, 7654 this ki in 


which, has produced the greateſt 8 and 

where Chriſtianity has been fo Jong. ſhed] and where there 
are ſuch numbers regularly. 9 — to. inſtruct the people i in 
15 codes 1h of eee could any one, I ſay, .belieye, that i in 


but a heated imagination, ignorance, idleneſs and ſelf conceit, 
ſhall leave his lawful. employment, and ſet out, with all the 
formality of an apoſtle, to propogate Chriſtianity in this king- 
dom, and find himſelf re as a e and liſtened to like 
an oracle. 


But the Jupes of this egregious — * never fail to let us 3 
that the apoſtles were illiterate fiſhermen. However, if they 
could allow themſelves time to conſider they will find that theſe 
itinerant merchants of . enthuſiaſm differ in every reſpect from 
the apoſtles, For we have no reaſon to think bu but the apoſtles 
were very ſenſible men, according to their ſtation, and we 
=. yery certain that they followed their lawful em ployments 
_ until they had à regular call. But till. their being illiterate” 
diſqualified them for teachers before they had that deficiency 
ſupplied” in a ſupernatural manner. And it is worth obſerv- 
ing, that this qualification was thought ſo neceſſary by our 
Saviour himſelf, that before his aſcenſion he charged them not 
to depart from e before e had e N Mans of 
 kongues. AY 


' 
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gas . . n ee 
of fanatic, I Dar the ly en concealing himſelf under 
the ch ation, Who, if if he could once eſtabliſh his 


* 


own e 2 rule both the church and ſtate with a rod 
of iron. He may be known by his earneſt wiſhes for liberty 
of conſcience,. at the very. time when his own writings! and 


behaviour diſcover, that it e in the; ampleſt er 
| en 


| When we conſider . = eas wih hel 1 
 verſaries, we cannot help conſidering ourſelves as ſheep in the 
midſt of wolves, and being ſenſible of tho neceſſity . * 
wiſe as ſerpents and harmleſs as doves. * 


I come now to the laſt thing propoſed, n to ak r, 
what are the motives, to which we may moſt reaſonably aſcribe 
a deviation from this character of prudence and meekneſs, 
which the circumſtances. abovementioned have ſo ſtrong a ten 
dency to make the prevailing part of the character of a 
Miniſter of our church. And I have not the leaſt ak | 
to afcribe them to weakneſs and vanity.——Vanity prompts. 
yuch men ſtrongly to Iook our for ſome way of diſtinguiſhing 
themſelves, for chat is. a principle which will not teſt ſatis- 
fied with a conſcientious diſcharge of duty, But when they 
happen to have only moderate talents, any 185 5 to gratify 
this diſpoſition in a reaſonable way, will be to very little purpoſe. 
They muſt, therefore, look out for ſome other; and none of- 
fers a fairer proſpect of ſurceſs to a weak man, if he has but 
the qualification of * lifting up his voice like a trumpet,” than 
to turn enthuſiaſt; and when a man has once choſen his 
opinions, he can patronife them for reaſons the moſt remote 
from common ſenfe, as the fearned Prelate I quoted Before, 
| juſtly obferves. He Hkes them, becgufe they ate old; becauſe 
„ they are new; for being plain and fimple ; for being ſublime 
« and myſterious ; for being followed by the few; for being 
« follewed by the many; in a word, on 4 thouſand other 
« accottits, with which 'trath aft no manner of concern.” 

3 5 But | 


- 
* 


TB, 


"ho. ght to conſider, that when the tempeſt rent the rocks 


and the mountains, the Lord was not in the tempeſt; but in 


the ſtill ſmall voice; and that the wiſdom which is from above, 
is pure; ſo that enthuſiaſtic noiſe and nonſenſe. are not the 
proper qualifications of a preacher. | 


I am ſorry, my brethren, that the practice of the preſent 
times will not allow me to aſcribe thoſe enthuſiaſtic ravings, 
which ſo much diſgrace our ſacred profeſſion, to any better 
motives ; and that ſo many preachers of the Goſpel, ſhould 
know fo little what manner of ſpirit they ſhould. be of, as to 
« deal damnation round the land” on every one who differs 
in opinion from them. Let it be the earneſt endeavour, there- 
fore, of every one of us, inſtead of looking out for the means 
of diſtinguiſhi ng himſelf among the multitude and rabble, by a 
patient and prudent continuance in Inn to ſcek for 
glory, honour, and immortality. 
"Maw to God, the Father; to Col the Son ; ad; to God, 
the Holy Ghoſt; be aſcribed all glory, honour, 


and praiſe, now and for evermore. Amen. 
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